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Back to the Future:
A callback in order to build a

functional party

This informational packet will cover the current
2013/2025 bylaw transition and help the party
navigate the next two years.
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This summary explains why the LPO's executive board can legally switch backto
€€ the 2013 bylaws in 2025. It draws directly from court rulings, party Judicial
W at t e Committee decisions, and Oregon law. The core issue: The 2011 bylaws were
adopted illegally outside a proper convention, while the 2013 bylaws were
h e C k O u St approved correctly in a full convention.
J Re-adopting the 2013 version isn't "changing" rules—it's
h a p pe ne d 97 restoring the valid ones upheld by courts and party
: experts. This overrides objections based on Robert's

Rules of Order (RRO), which are just guidelines, not

binding law.
Quick Background

. 2011 Bylaws: Passed by the LPO State Committee on March 31, 2011, without a convention. Party rules at the time required conventions for big
changes like this.

2013 Bylaws: Approved unanimously on March 9, 2013, at a properly announced convention with quorum met. No valid challenges possible.
Cox Proposals (2025): These direct the board to recognize the 2013 bylaws as official, fixing the ongoing use of the invalid 2011 version.
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LIBERTARIAN PARTY

OF OREGON (LPO) Courts and party Judicial Committees (JCs) have ruled that LPO JCs decide
internal rule disputes—not outsiders or RRO. These decisions can only be

Why It's Legal:
Key Rull NgS () Mer el
Confirm Judicial

Committees Are commomms ot
the Final

Authority s s

National Libertarian Party 2013 (exact
Judicial Committee

date not
specified)

overturned by a 3/4 vote at the next LPO convention. Here's the evidence:

Key Ruling

LPQO's Judicial Committee is the "highest and final" arbiter for
internal governance questions. Courts defer to it, unless a full
party convention overrides by supermajority. Also notes national
party processes for disputes.

Under both 2007 Constitution and 2009 Bylaws, the LPO
Judicial Committee is the "final body of appeal" for interpreting
rules. Decisions bind the party.

- 2011 bylaws: Invalid—State Committee meeting wasn't a
convention, so no power to amend. - 2013 bylaws: Fully
valid—convention was proper, quorum achieved, unanimous
vote. These are the "correct governing documents."

- 2011 bylaws: Invalid—no rule allowed amendments outside
conventions. - 2013 bylaws: Official and current—adopted at the
last valid convention.

Bottom Line: Courts say obey JC rulings over RRO (which is optional). Both JCs ruled 2013
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bylaws are the real deal. The 2025 board adopting them complies with these—it's not optional.
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Countering
Common
Objections
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Objection: "Board can't amend bylaws."
Response: This isn't an amendment—it's recognizing the already-valid 2013 bylaws per JC rulings. The
2011 version was the illegal "amendment." To change 2013 bylaws, wait for a convention and 3/4 vote.

Objection: "Board can't lower quorum."
Response: The board isn't changing anything—it's just following the 2013 bylaws' quorum (1/5 of
directors). If quorum differs from 2011, that's because 2011 was invalid. No "lowering" here.

Objection: Quorum must be "majority +1" per RRO.
Response: RRO is a default, but bylaws override it. Plus, RRQO's "maijority +1" applies variably (e.g., for
members vs. delegates). Doesn't block 2013 bylaws.

Objection: Can't suspend rules protecting absentees (e.g., quorum).
Response: No one's suspending rules—no motion like that exists. Ironically, the 2011 adopters did this
by sneaking changes without convention notice, harming member rights.

Objection: Any motion violating bylaws is out of order.
Response: No violation here—Cox proposals align with JC rulings, which trump RRO. Courts confirm
this.

Objection: 2013 quorum (1/5) violates Oregon law (ORS 65.351).

Response: ORS 65.351 doesn't apply to political parties—ORS 248.011 says elections officials can't
enforce corporate rules on parties. Even if it did, it'd just bump quorum to 1/3 (legal minimum), not
invalidate the bylaws.
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e Sticking with 2011 bylaws defies courts, LPO
JC, national JC, and national party resolutions.

Why Act Now?
e Chair should rule objections "dilatory"

R|Sk$ Of Ignorlng (time-wasting) and out of order.
This

e This restores member rights as originally set in
conventions, keeping the party fair and legal.

In short: The 2025 re-adoption is 100% legal—backed by binding court and JC decisions.

It's a simple fix to honor the rules, not a sneaky change.
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uVV h e N Wl “ .t h e The 2013 bylaws are our current and legally

adopted operative bylaws.
2 O 1 3 b laWS b e The 2013 bylaws are operative and in use as of October 15th 2025 by
y the Libertarian Party of Oregon and passed by the Board of Directors
with a vote of 6-1
t * lp b3
operative:

The board voted on the Cox resolution as well
as the 2013 bylaws

Most questions can be answered within the Cox transitional
documents. Any other questions will likely be answered in this
presentation or the answers are available in the appropriate
documents.
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Two Membership Types

Regular Members

Requirements (Article IV, Sec. 3):

- Age 15+

- Sign pledge

- Pay $50 dues

- NO voter registration needed

Can NOT vote in Nomination Conventions or Elections unless also a Registered Member.

CAN vote at Business Conventions
CAN be nominated as the party’s candidate
Must also be a Registered Member to serve on Executive Committee

Nomination Rule (Article XII, Sec. 2):
If no Registered Member gets majority — Regular Member with most votes wins.

PURPOSE:

Recruit ideological allies — they can run and win.

Recruit donors “I’'m a Republican but really a libertarian” who support the cause from
other parties.
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Registered Members
Requirements (Article IV, Sec. 2):

- Age 18+
- Registered to vote as Libertarian with Secretary of State
- No dues required

CAN vote at Nomination Conventions

Can NOT vote in Business Conventions unless also a Regular Member.
CAN be nominated as the party’s candidate

Must also be a Regular Member to serve on Executive Committee

Nomination Rule (Article XlI, Sec. 2):
If no Registered Member gets majority — Regular Member with most votes wins.

PURPOSE:

Recruit active voting members to the party

Nominate and recruit registered Libertarians for elected public office

Preserve ballot access through running registered Libertarians in statewide races
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Executive Committee Transition Perio

aka “Cox Resolution” (Oct 15th-2027 Business
Convention)

Adoption of 2013 Bylaws on a Prospective Basis

WHEREAS, the Libertarian Party of Oregon membership duly approved a
comprehensive set of bylaws at its Annual Business Convention on March 9, 2013;

WHEREAS, the party now wishes to formally adopt these 2013 bylaws as its single,
authoritative governing document;

WHEREAS, the members of the current Board of Directors were elected in 2025 to
serve two-year terms, and consistent with the principle of non-retroactivity and the will of
the members who elected them, are entitled to complete their full terms of office;

WHEREAS, a stable and orderly transition plan is therefore required to both uphold the
rights of these continuing Board members and implement the new governance structure
mandated by the 2013 bylaws;

Now, therefore, be it resolved:

1. That the Libertarian Party of Oregon hereby adopts the bylaws approved on
March 9, 2013, as its official governing document, effective immediately.

2. That the nine (9) members of the current Board of Directors shall continue to hold
their positions until the conclusion of the 2027 Annual Business Convention.
Individual members may resign from the Board at any time; however, any such
vacancy shall not be filled, and the total membership of the continuing Board

shall decrease accordingly.
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3. That for the period between the adoption of this resolution and the 2026 Annual
Business Convention, the sitting 9-member Board of Directors (or its remaining
members) shall be vested with all the powers and duties assigned to the
"Executive Committee" in the 2013 bylaws.

4. That, in accordance with the adopted 2013 bylaws, elections for the Judicial
Committee and for County Representatives shall be held at the Annual Business
Convention in 2026.

5. That for the transitional period between the conclusion of the 2026 Annual
Business Convention and the conclusion of the 2027 Annual Business
Convention, the Executive Committee shall be temporarily composed of two
distinct groups:

a. the continuing members of the Board of Directors, and
b. the County Representatives elected at the 2026 convention. Each
member of this transitional body shall have one vote.

6. That at the conclusion of the 2027 Annual Business Convention, this transitional
Executive Committee shall be dissolved. The terms of all members of the
pre-existing Board of Directors shall expire as scheduled, and the Executive
Committee shall thereafter be composed only of the officers and Count
Representatives newly elected at the 2027 convention, as defined in Article VII of
the 2013 bylaws.

7. That all actions of the Libertarian Party of Oregon, its Board of Directors,
officers,

and committees taken prior to the adoption of this resolution remain valid and in
full effect.
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The Transition Plan in Plain English (Rev

aka “Cox Resolution” (Oct 15th-2027 Business
Convention)

At our October 2025 meeting, the party adopted its 2013 bylaws. This was a
crucial step, but it also means we must now transition from the old board
structure to the new one.

This plan explains how we'll do that smoothly and professionally.

Why a Transition Period is Necessary

The new bylaws change the board from nine members to four statewide officers
plus county representatives. Five of our current board members, who were
elected in early 2025 to serve two-year terms, hold positions that no longer
exist.

Both Oregon law and parliamentary procedure are clear: bylaws changes don't
automatically remove sitting board members. Directors stay in office until their
term ends and a successor is chosen. This ensures the party continues to
function without interruption—paying bills, filing reports, and meeting legal
deadlines—while preventing the chaos that would result from abruptly removing
a majority of the board.
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The Timeline
The transition will happen in clear stages:

e Now (October 2025 - March 2026): The current nine-member board
remains in place and continues to manage the party's affairs.

e At the 2026 Convention: The first phase of the new structure begins.
Members will elect a Judicial Committee and County Representatives.
These newly elected County Reps will join the existing board members,
forming a temporary, larger board for one year.

e At the 2027 Convention: The transition is completed. Members will
elect the four statewide officers (Chair, Vice-Chair, etc.) as laid out in the
2013 bylaws. At the end of this convention, the terms of the original
board members will expire as scheduled. The board will then officially
consist of the newly elected officers and county representatives.

This approach follows the law, protects the party’s operations, and
ensures a stable, member-driven transition to our new leadership
structure.



LIBERTARIAN PARTY
OF OREGON (LPO)

Executive Committee Meetings

Before Oct 15th 2025:

Article 13 — Parliamentary Authority

Sec 2: Remote Meetings

Remote attendance at meetings of any body of the LPO is permitted,
provided that continuous audio is available. Business may be conducted by

written electronic communication according to a policy adopted by the board
of directors.
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After Oct 15th 2025:

The 2013 LPO Bylaws do address remote participation — and they
restrict it to only one body:

Allowed: Judicial Committee via Zoom/Teleconference
Article IX, Sec. 6 — Meetings

“The Judicial Committee may transact any business that may come
before it in conformance with these bylaws by teleconference or
videoconference.”

This is the only place in the bylaws where remote meetings-are
explicitly authorized.

Article VII, Sec. 5 — Meetings
“Notice of the time and place of each meeting shall be sent...”
° Requires a physical place.
) No mention of remote or hybrid options.
° Robert’s Rules (the parliamentary authority, per Article XIX)
defaults to in-person unless bylaws say otherwise.
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Executive Committee under 2013 Byla

Part 1 - Article VI- Officers and Duties

Article VI — Officers

Officers: Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, Secretary, Treasurer
(no others).

Eligibility: Must be both Regular and Registered Members.
Election/Term: Elected in odd-numbered years at annual
business conventions for 2-year terms. Vacancies occur due to
death, resignation, membership lapse, non-Libertarian
registration, or felony conviction. Executive Committee may
appoint temporary replacements.

Limits: No member can hold multiple offices, serve three
consecutive terms in the same office, or simultaneously be an
officer and a Judicial Committee/county party officer.

2025/October

Duties:
[ ]

Chairperson: Chief Executive Officer and
spokesperson.

Vice-Chairperson: Assists county parties and
performs delegated duties.

Secretary: Maintains governing documents and
records, including county party documents.
Treasurer: Manages finances using double-entry
bookkeeping, reports to Executive Committee,
and presents annual financial statements.
Assistant Treasurer: Appointed by Treasurer
(with Executive Committee consent), handles
duties if Treasurer is unavailable, but not an
officer.
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Executive Committee under 2013 Byla

Part 2 - Article VIl — Executive Committee

° Powers: Supervises LPO between conventions, sets
meeting/convention times, and performs bylaws-specified
duties.

° Composition: Four officers plus two representatives from each
qualifying county (counties with =25 Regular Members at
convention).

° County Representatives: Elected annually by caucus;
vacancies filled by remaining county representative.

Eligibility: Regular Members, not registered with another party.

Meetings: Regular meetings post-convention and quarterly;
special meetings by Chairperson or majority request. Quorum
is 1/5 of members.
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Explicit Authority of the Chairperson

Article VI, Sec. 5 — Chairperson
“The Chairperson shall be the Chief Executive Officer and
spokesperson of the LPO.”

° As CEO, the Chair has inherent managerial authority
over the organization’s operations between meetings.

° This includes directing volunteers, coordinating
committees, and convening working groups.
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County Chairs -> Ex Comm

2026/2027 Transition

At the 2026 Convention: The first phase of the new structure
begins. Members will elect a Judicial Committee and County
Representatives. These newly elected County Reps will join the
existing board members, forming a temporary, larger board for
one year.

At the 2027 Convention: The transition is completed. Members
will elect the four statewide officers (Chair, Vice-Chair, etc.) as
laid out in the 2013 bylaws. At the end of this convention, the
terms of the original board members will expire as scheduled.
The board will then officially consist of the newly elected officers
and county representatives.
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2027 County's - The Future

County Parties: One per county, limited to activities in that
county. Executive Committee sets rules for chartering
affiliates and may delegate nomination authority to county
parties.

Ex Comm Composition: Four officers plus two
representatives from each qualifying county (counties with
25 Regular Members at convention).

County Representatives: Elected annually by caucus;
vacancies filled by remaining county representative.
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LPO Conventions

Even/Odd Year Business Conventions

e Timing/Location: Held in March, with specific counties
designated by election cycle type.
e Business:
e  Odd-numbered years: Elect officers, amend
bylaws. (2027)
° Even-numbered years: Elect Judicial Committee,
amend Platform. (2026)
e All years: Elect county representatives.
e Eligibility: Regular and Honorary Lifetime Members vote,
but county representative votes are county-specific.
e  Quorum: Lower of 30 or 1/4 Regular Members; 5
members for county representative elections.
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Nominating Conventions

Purpose: Special conventions for nominating
candidates, called by Executive Committee.
Eligibility: Registered Members vote for offices in
their districts; Regular/Honorary Lifetime Members
observe.

Quorum: Majority of registered members in

attendance.
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“What it we want to change
the bylaws?”

Article XVIIl - Amendment

e Ordinary: 2/3 vote at_ two successive odd-year conventions, 2 years apart.
° Exceptional: Articles II, 111, IX, XII, XIll, XVIII require 4/5 vote at two successive odd-year conventi

e Emergency: Other articles amendable by 9/10 vote at one convention if included in notice.
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Nominations/Elections

Can a non-registered voter become a Regular
Member and be nominated?

Yes — absolutely.

Article IV, Sec. 3 — Regular Membership
“Any individual having attained at least fifteen years of age who has
agreed to the statement [non-aggression pledge] and whose
membership dues are current... shall be a reqular member...”
° No requirement to be registered to vote as Libertarian with the
Oregon Secretary of State.
° Only requires:
1.  Age 15+
2. Sign the non-aggression pledge
3. Pay $50 dues
4 No false info to SOS (narrow disqualification)
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Article IV, Sec. 2 — Registered Members
“...those individuals who have affiliated with the Libertarian Party-i
the process of registering to vote...”
. This is a separate class.
° Registered members get nominating voting rights (Article XI).
. But anyone can be a Regular Member — even if registered as
Democrat, Republican, or non-affiliated.

Nomination Priority (Article XII, Sec. 2):

“If one or more registered members receives a majority... the

registered member with the most votes shall be the nominee.

If no registered member receives a majority but one or more regular

members receive a majority... then the regular member receiving the

most votes shall be the nominee.”

° This explicitly allows a non-registered Regular Member (e.g.,

a dues-paying Democrat) to become the LPO nominee if no
Registered Member gets a majority.

For example:

A Democrat could pay $50, sign the pledge, become a Regular Member,
and — if no Registered Libertarian gets a majority — win the LPO
nomination.



LIBERTARIAN PARTY
OF OREGON (LPO)

The Lock-In Effect:

How it works -

Holding your LPO nominating convention before the May 19, 2026, Republican/Democrat primaries would prevent someone from both:
1. Voting in their major party’s primary, and
2. Voting in your LPO nominating convention (or being your nominee).

This is due to Oregon’s closed primary system and LPO bylaws working together.
Let’'s say a Republican wants to:

° Vote in the GOP primary on May 19, and
° Vote at your LPO nominating convention in, say, April 2026

They cannot.

Why?
° To vote at your convention — must be a Registered Member (Article IV, Sec. 2) — must be registered Libertarian wj
° But if they're registered Libertarian by April 28, they cannot vote in the GOP primary.
° If they stay registered Republican to vote in the GOP primary — they cannot vote at your LPO convention.

They must choose one.
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In Short:

More donors, more county activation and more executive action!

e While the transition BACK to the 2013 bylaws may seem like a radical step it has been done so following
established legal and parliamentary principles.

e Restoring the party back to a functioning body with dues paying members as well as registered members
will have a positive effect on our ability to fundraise and recruit for elections and campaigns.
Even just 200 dues paying Regular Members would boost our elections fund by $10,000 annually.
The creation of county parties who get to have a seat at the Executive Committee level will be a
boost for party leadership and volunteer recruitment.

e Yearly conventions with easier quorum requirements will help activate members and inspire
and get involved with the party.
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